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WAS under great Bodily In- 
diſpoſition that I compoſed 
and preached this plain Ser- 

mon, and if GOD had not 

been better to me than my Fears, I had 
| diſappointed the Auditory. This Service 
might have been much better performed by 
another Hand, but my long and intimate 
Acquaintance with, and Friendſhip for 
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gations to him and you, would not allow 


BEDICATION. 


our honoured Father, and my many Obli- 
me to deny your Requeſt, tho' your After- 
Deſire that I would publiſh what 1 had 
preached, that ſo it might be cammuni- 
cated to his Friends and Relations in the 
Country, was contrary both to my Ex- 
pectation and Inclination; and if I 
had not hoped that the ſerious Advice 


here ſubjoined would be of great Mſe and 
Advantage to them, Tſhould'ſtill have been 


more unwilling ta have complied with it. 

T bave not attempted your Father's 
Character at large, but have only hinted 
at a few Things, for the Truth of which 1 


may ſafely appeal to all that knew him; his 


own Works praiſe him; and will longer 
embalm his Memory than any Funeral 
Panegyrick can do. It is with the greateſt 


| Pleaſure that 1 behold ſome of you par- 


taking of the |[ 


ame Spirit and walking in 


the ſame Way. Ion are not aſhamed to 


make a ſolemn and publick Profeſſion 0 


Jour Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and of your 
_ Perſonal Conſent to the Baptiſmal- 
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Covenant, or of eſpouſing and counte- 
| nancing the deſpiſed Cauſe of pure and 
” mwncorrupt Chriſtianity, in a degenerate 
Day wherein ſs many caſt off the GOD 
This is your ' trueſt 


! of their Fathers 
Wiſdom and Honour, and will yield you the 


moſt ſolid Satisfaction and Peace both in 


bi 


i 
+ 
* 


Life and Deatb. 
you are all ſenſible how great a 


J hope 
hleſſing it is to deſcend from religious 
Parents, and of the Obligations you are 
Ander to make a ſuitable Improvement of 

fo diſtinguiſhing a Favour. GOD and 

the World expect more from you than 
From others, and I promiſe myſe'f that 
Jon will not forget and loſe the Benefit of 
their many Prayers, Inſtructiun, ank 

ood Example, without a faithful Imita- 
tion of whom, this Privilege inſtead of 4 
being your Honour will be your Reproach, | 2 
and render your Miſcarriages more aggra . 


vated than thoſe of others, and you will 
never be able to meet them with Comfort 


nou ww 
>, 


in the Great Day, 


DEDICATION. 


But I ſhall not farther take upon me 
to be your Monitor, but ſhall refer vou. 
to the ſerious and prudent Advice your 
| Father has left you, not doubting but the | 
Wiſdom and Authority, Experience and : 
A/ection of ſuch a Relation, will recom - 
mend it to you, and cauſe it to have its 
due Influence upon you. Now that the 
Great GOD would eſtabliſh your 
Hearts in his Faith and Fear, ſanctiſy 
this awful and afiiftive Stroke, ſupport 
you under it, cauſe a double Portion ß 
5 that Spirit to reſt upon you which was ſo | 
| | conſpicuous in your good Father, and 
| mutiply Bleſſings both of the Upper and 
Nether Springs upon You and Yours, are 


the bearty Prayers of, 


232565 


SY 
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| GENTLEMEN, 
Your very Affectionate Friend 


» 


and Humble Servant, 


Acrs wi 36 
For David, aſter he had ſerved 


WER Es 
F 
r 

9 ET. 


re 


bus own Generation by the 
Nillof Gon, fell on ſleep, and 
i was laid unto his Fathers, 
and ſaw Corruption. 


wa” 
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HE Apoſtle Paul in the fore- 
going Verſes, proves that Jeſus 
of Nazareth was the promiſed 
Meſſian by his Reſurrect ion 

— fromthe Dead. This was fore- 
told in the Prophecies of the Old Teftament, 
particularly Pal. it. 7. Thou art my Son, this 

Day hade I begotten Thee, and in the xvi. 10. 
' Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, nor ſuffer 

thy Holy One to ſee Corruption, That Davi 
could not ſpeak theſe Words concernin 
himſelf, but uttered them by a Prophetic 
Spirit in the Name and Perſon of the M:ftah, 
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is very evident from what the Apoſtle adds 
in the Text: For David after he had ſerved 
his Generation, fell on ſleep and ſaw Corruption; 
therefore he could not be that Holy One 
that ſaw no Corruption. 8 


CHRIS T, in many Things there was a 
Reſemblance between the one and the 
other, viz. in the Number and Power, 
Malice and Oppoſition of his Enemies; in 
his Reproaches and Sufferings, and in his 


-After-advancement to, and Settlement on 
the Throne of 1/rae! : But tho? in theſe and 


{uch like Inſtances there was ſome Reſem- 
blance, yet in other Things there was a 
manifeſt Difference; JIEsus CuRIST 72 all 
Things had the Preheminence, as it was fit he 
ſhould. David only ſerved his own Genera- 
tion, his Service and Uſefulneſs was confi- 
ned to a {mall Compaſs of Time and Place; 


but our JESUS is that Promiſed Seed in 


whom all the Nations of the Earth are bleſſed 


from Generation to Generation, and Will be 


ſo as long as the Sun and Moon ſhall en- 


dure. Tho? David ſhall be raiſed a glori- 
ous Saint at the Laſt-Day, yet his Body has 
lain a long Time in the Grave and ſeen 


Corruption, whereas our Bleſſed S:viour 
roſe the Third Day, and therefore his Body 


' faw no Corruption; but as Hz could fay 
juſt before his Death, I have glorified Thee 


on Earth, I have finiſhed the Work Thou gaveſt 


* 


David was an eminent Type of JzsUs 


Js 
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we to do, ſo David did not die till after he 
had /erved his own Generation by the Will of 
” Gonp. 


The Words admit of various Readings 2 
Some read *em rhus, After he had in his own 
Age ſerved the Will of GO D: Others thus, 
After he had ſerved his own Generation by the 
Will of G O D, he fell on ſleep. Either Way, 
the Words contain a great Truth, for none 
do ſerve their Generation in a right Man- 
ner, but they ſerve the Will of God therein. 
It is his Will that they ſhould live and act 
thus, and thus, and they ought to have an 
Eye to that in all they do; and as his Will 
appoints us our Work and Service in Life, 

ſo alſo the Time of our Death. Good old 
Simeon deſired to depart in Peace according 


190 God's Word. It is Go p that kills and 


4; Ws 


that makes alive, the Iſſues of Lite and Death 


are in His Hand; CHRISTH has the Keys of 
Death and the Inviſible World: None paſs 
cout of this World into the other but by his 
Order, and according to the good Pleaſure 
of his Will: This ſhould be eyed and ado- 
red by us both in Life and Death. 
I Thegeneral Obſervation I ſhall diſcourſe 
upon is this: wh, 
Z When real Saints haue ſerved their own Ge- 
* merationby the Will of God, then and not till 
then, they ſhall fall aſleep and ſee Corruption. 
Ihn ſpeaking to this I ſhall only, x; explain 
the Text and — in a few ſubordinate 
8 „„ Pro- 


Propoſitions, ſome of which I ſhall little more 


than mention; and then, 2. I ſhall apply i 

'em to ourſelves, and to the mouruful Occa- 

| ſion that has led my Thoughts to this Sub- [ 
[= ject. = C: 
I begin with the Explication. ir 

I. Our preſent Life is a Life of Service, 1 n 

David ſerved and ſo muſt we. As we are © 


the Creatures of GoD, we are born in a 
State of Dependance on, and Subjection to 
Him, and muſt ſerve under Him as the t 
Sovereign Lord of All; and as this is a State u 
of Tryal, we muſt do the Work and Duty *© 


of the Day, before we enter upon a State of t. 
Retribution, and receive our Reward. 'Tha © 

David was a great and excellent Prince, *© 
pet he did not think it below him to ſerve t. 
is Generation; this was one great End of a 


his Honour and Advancement: The higher © 
our Station is, the greater are our Obligation; 
the greateſt Affluence and Abundance will 
not juſtify or excuſe us in living a Life of le 
: Sloth and Idleneſs, Eaſe and Pleaſure; tho? © 
| all are not bound to the ſame Kind of Ser- 
vice, yet the greateſt may and ought to be | 
ſome Way ſerviceable to others: This is fo 

far from arguing a ſervile State, that it is the 
Duty of thoſe who have others in Subjecti- 

on to them. Hes ou bby 
As Mankind is divided into ſeveral ſuc« * 
ceſliveGenerations, Gop has ſome in every - 
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Age to ſubſerve the Purpoſes of his Wiſe 


and Gracious Providence. Tho the Num- 


been in theirs. 


ber of Perſons publickly uſeful is often very 
ſmall, yet He will always have ſome to 
carry on His Work. David was ſuch a one 
in his Day, and ſo have many others 
He never wants Inſtru- 


ments when he has Work to do, but will 


either find or make em fit. 


, II. It is the Character of good Men that 


they ſerve their own Generation, they are 
uſeful to thoſe among whom Go p has caſt 


their Lot: It's here 


poken in Commenda- 
tion of David that he ſerved his. 
no Ways be ſerviceable to the Generations 


that are already paſt, they are fixed in 


A 


* 


their Everlaſting State, and are either 
above the Need, or out of the Reach of 


our Help; the ſame will, in a little Time, 


be true ot the preſent Generation, and this 


© Thought ſhould excite and quicken us to 


ſerve em while we may. But tho' we 


cannot help thoſe who are gone, yet it muſt 


be our own Fault if we do not receive Ad- 
monit ion and Inſtruction from them. By 
conſulting the Hifory of their Behaviour 


£ 
2 8 


BJ 


his Providence towards them, we may 


. 


end much of the Sacred Scriptures 


towards GO p, and the Diſpenſations of 


A 


learn what is our Duty to avoid and do, and 


* what we may expect and hope for: For this 
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Hiſtorical Nature, that we may learn In- 
ſtruction from the Examples of thoſe that 
have gone before us. b 
Me can no other way ſerve the Generati- 
ons to come, than by faithfully diſcharging the 
Duty we owe to the preſent Generation; by 
this means we ſhall leave a good Example 
behind us, and the Good we do in our 
own Generation may continue and abide 
when we are dead; many reap the Benefit 
of their Labours who have long fince re- 
ceived their Reward in the Heavenly Glory: 
but if we are flothful and ufeleſs in our 
Day, we ſhall leave a bad inſtead of a 
good Example behind us, and fo may be 
Inſtruments of propagating Sin and Folly 
from Generation to Generation, and by 
this means ſhall diſſerve both the preſent 
and the future Generation. | 
But I ſhall a little more diſtinctly conſi- 
der what is included in a good Man's ſerv- 
ing his own Generation, and what are the 
Grounds of it. | 
1. What is included in a good Man's 
ſerving his own Generation: This does 
not intimate that he confines all his Thought 
and Care to the Service of others. There 
is a Duty that we owe to Gov, to the 
Redeemer, and to our own Souls, and this 
ſhould in the firſt Place be taken care of by 
us; we ſhall never ſerve others as we 
ought, till we have firſt ſecured our own 
1 chiefeſt 


4 


cChiefeſt Concerns. The Duties of Juſtice 
and Charity towards others ſhould never 


joſtle out thoſe of Piery towards Gop; for 
they will never upon right Principles be 
inſt to their Fellow- Creatures, who are 
unjuſt to Him in wit holding from Him that 
Adoration and Service which is his unque- 
ionable Due. He has an unalienab 
ight to the internal Homage of our 
earts, to be the Object of our ſupream 
ſteem and Love, Fear and Reverence, 
and Dependance, Joy and Delight, 

and to have this manifeſted by external 
Acts in our Prayers and Praiſes. As this 
is a Homage we owe to him, fo it is a 
Means of deriving that Grace from him 
which we ſtand in need of for ourſelves, 
and which is neceſſary to make us Bleſſings 


to others: They are never like to be very 


Uſeful in the World, who have no Regard 
to Go p in what they do. 5 
We ſhould conſider ourſelves as Apoſtate 


Creatures, that are obnoxious to Divine 


Wrath and Juſtice, but who are under the 
Diſcoveries and Offers of pardoning Mercy 
by Jxsus CHRISH; the Duty of ſuck Crea- 
tures is to return to G o p by Repentante, to 
accept of CHRIST Faith, and fo to ſe- 
cure their Pardon and Peace, and their 
Right and Title to Eternal Life: They who 
are ſenſible of the Greatneſs of their Sin, 
ery and Danger, and conſider 
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E 
awful that Eternity is that lies before em 
will have little Heart to ſet about other 
Things till they have made ſure of this, 
that is the one Thing neceſſary. Tho Goo 
may ſerve the Deſigns of his Providence by 


Men that are not truly good, and make 


em Inſtruments in his Hand of doing Good 
to others; yet when they come to die, 
whatever Buſtle they may have made in 


the World, they will be found to have 


ated but a weak and fooliſh Part, who 


have not been wile for their own Souls, 


and wiſe for Eternity. This then is our 
principal Care, and our being uſeful to 


others does not exclude, but ſuppoſe the 


Diſcharge of the Duty we owe to GO 
and ourſelves, and will be the moſt effe- 
ctual Means of promoting his Honour and 
our own Intereſt; for when we act from 
right Principles and for right Ends, in ſer- 
ving of others, we then belt pleaſe Go p, 
and ſerve ourſelves. 1 es = 

But to be a little more particular. 

1. This Service muſt extend to Men's 
Temporal and Spiritual Intereſts, we muſt 


do Good to their Bodies and to their 


Souls, and by doing good to the Body, we 
muſt prepare and diſpoſe 'em to receive 
and follow the Advice and Counſel we give 


em, in Reference to their better Part, The 
Generality are moſt ſenſible of their Out- 
ward Wants and Neceſſities, and are on 
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ES 
deſirous of Relief in that Reſpect, eſpecially 
carnal and unſantified Men, who want 
Faith to realize Things of a ſpiritual and 
eternal Nature, If they ſee you can help 
**m in their Worldly Affairs, and will 
not, this will prejudice em againſt what 

ou ſhall ſay by Way of Admonition and 
ſtruction. If Spiritual Advice was more 


generally accompanied with Acts of Cha- 
rity and Beneficence, it would meet with 


the beſt Reception, and in all Probability 
have the greateſt Succeſs. Good Men are 
ready to do any thing they can to make 
Men's Lives comfortable here, and to ſe- 


cure their Happineſs hereatter. | 


2. This Service extends to Societies as 


well as Single Perſons; as Members thereof 


they will endeavour to advance the Civil 


and Religious Rights of the Community 


they belong to, that it may be in a fafe 
and flouriſhing Condition while they 
live, and after they have left the World: 
They will not tamel) ſuffer any of the Privi- 
leges they are poſſeſſed of to be wreſted 
from em, or baſely offer em up a Sacrifice 
to the arbitrary Will and Power of others : 
This would argue a mean and {laviſh Spi- 
rit, and be the greateſt Injury to Poſterity; 
by ſuch Compliance they may loſe more 
in a few Days than they can ever recover 
afterwards, and inſtead of ſerving do the 
greateſt diſſervice to the future as well as 
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preſent Generation, Whenever they are 
convinced that there is a real Competition 
between the Pablick Good, and their own 
Private Intereſt, they are ready to give up 
the latter for the Sake of the former; they 
know that this is preferable in itſelf, and 
that in the final Iſſue they ſhall find their 
con Account in it; for it is only in the 
Peace and Safety of the whole, that they 
and theirs can long enjoy Peace and Safety. 
3. This Service muſt begin with thoſe 
who are neareſt to em, and moſt immedi- 
ately under their Eye and Inſpection, thoſe 
whom they are moſt obliged to ſerve both 
by natural and civil Bonds. We beſt ſerve 
our own Generation by being good in our 
eſt ick Capacities, as Parents and 
Children, Maſters and Servants Out of 
Families both the Church and State are 
furniſhed with Members, and ſuch as the 
one are, ſuch will the other be; they are 
never like to make good Neighbours or 
Citizens, who are not good in their Fa- 
mily-Relations: Tho Perſons called to Pub- 
lick Stations have not ſo much Time to 
ſpend at Home as ſome others have, yet 
no Pretence of Publick Service will excuſe 
us in the groſs Neglect of ſuch relative 
Duutiet. We muſt abide with Go p in our 
particular Callings, and take care of the 
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2 Tim. v. Bodies and Souls of thoſe immediately 


committed to our Truſt, St. Paul ſays, He 
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e that providet i not for thoſe of his own Houſe, 
n hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infi- 
n del. If this Kind of Service were more 
p generally and conſcientiouſly attended to, 
there would be leſs to do Abroad; but be- 
d cauſe this is too much neglected, they whoſe 
ir Hearts GO p has touched, muſt not only 
1e ſerve their own Families, but be as uſeful 
y to thoſe about them as they can; and pro- 
y. vided they keep within the Sphere of their 
ſe own Duty, the more extenſive and diffuſive 
I. om Service is, the more acceptable it will 
We be. 1 
th 4. This Service muſt be ſaitable and 
ve Proportionable to every one's Capacity and 
ur | Ability, and to that Station G o o has fixed 
ad him in. We muſt conſider what that Ser- 
of vice is which He requires of us in our pre- 
re ſent Circumſtances, and not take upon us 
he to uſurp the Work or Office of another, 


re either in the Magiſtracy or Miniſtry : We muſt Heb v. 4; 
or not run before we are ſent; No Man tablet 
a- this Honour unto himſelf but he that was cal- bo 
b- led of GO p, as was Aaron, Go p has gh 

to ven Men different Capacities, and put 

'& them into different Relations, one in Subor- 

iſe dination to another, and they who would 

ve ſerve the Intereſt of the whole muſt know 

ur and keep their Place, and do the Duty of 
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he it. All have not the ſame Number or 
ly © Kind of Talents, nor are capable of the 
js ſame Kind or Degree of Service: Some 
4 | C have 
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have Ten, others have Five, and others 
but One. Some are capable of ſerving 
others by their Power, Authority and In- 
uence; others, by their prudent Advice 
and Counſel: Some by their Eſtates, and 
others by the Labour of their Hands, and 
all by their Prayers and good Example. 
We muſt diligently and faithfully with 
Vigour and Activity, Conſtancy and Per- 
ſeverance, improve the Talents we are in- 
truſted with, doing all the Good we can 
according to our Capacity and Opportunity, 
if we would be found diſcharging the Duty 
of ſerving our Generation by the Will of 

Gor, | re > ol rag 
5. Once more, we ſhould eſpecially at- 
tend to that Service which the Age where- 
in we live ſtands in moſt need of, tho? the 
Generality neglect it, and it ſhould be at- 
tended with the greateſt Coſt and Diffi- 
culty ; tho we. meet with Reproach and 
Scorn, inſtead of Thanks and Praiſe ; this 
ſhould not diſcourage us, as long as we are 
fatisfied we have a Call from Gop, and can 
any Way be ſerviceable in promoting his 
Honour and the Good of our Fellow- 
Creatures: Duty is ours, and muſt be 
done, and the Iſſue and Event left with 
Him: As St. Peter endeavoured to eſta- 
bliſh his Hearers in the preſent Truth, ſo 
there is the Daty of the preſent Day, that 
Which the Aſpect of Providence _ the 
Fe ecel- 
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Neceſſity of others requires of us ; the 
Neglect of which, may draw after it ſuch 
miſchievous Conſequences as may. never 
be retrieved, and the Diſcharge of it be 
attended with ſuch Advantages as may ne- 
ver return if the preſent Seaſon be loſt. _ 
Thus I have conſidered the Nature of 
that Service by which good Men endeavour 
to 71 their own Generation; and pro- 
. 
2aly, To ſuggeſt ſome of the Reaſons, 
why good Men will doſo; | 
1. That Divine Principle which they 
partake of in their Converſion izclines them 
to this: This opens their Eyes, enlarges 
their Hearts, ennobles their Spirits, and 
gives them other Apprehenſions, Inclina- 
tions, Taſtes and Reliſhes than they had in 
their unconverted State: It cures them in 
a prevalent Degree of that narrow and 
ſelfiſn Spirit which Apoſtate Man is fo 
very ſubject to: It fills their Hearts with 
Love to Gop and the Redeemer, with 
Zeal for their Honour and Glory, and 
with Love to their Fellow - Creatures. 
Where ſuch a Spirit prevails, Perſons will 
eek. not their own Things, but the Things of 
Jesvs CrrisT, they will ſtudy to pleaſe 
their Neighbour for his Good to Edification: 
'There can be nothing of real Chriſtianity 
where ſuch a Temper as this is entirely 


Wanting. 
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2. It is for this End they were born, and 
have all the Caparities and Powers they enjoy 
1 given to them: We were not made for 
ourſelves, and therefore ſhould not live to 
ourſelves; our natural and acquired Gifts 
are as much deſigned for the Edification 
of others, as for our own Advantage; tho 
the ſpecial Graces of the Spirit are neceſſary 
to our preſent Acceptance with Go p, and 
final Salvation, yet they alſo admirably 
qualify us to be great Bleſſings to others; 
but unleſs they are thus employed, we are 
not faithful to the Truſt committed to us. 
The {ame holds true concerning Worldly 
Wealth and Power; the principal Thing 
for which theſe are valuable is, their fur- 
niſhing us with Opportunity and Ability 
for doing the greater Good, when the Ne- 
ceſſities and Conveniencies of Life are once 
anſwered ; a great Eſtate without a Heart 
to do Good is a great Snare and Burden, and 
will render our Account very heavy in 
the Judgment of the Great Day; but Ser- 
vice to others, is the way to conſecrate and 
ennoble that which in itſelf is but a mean 
and inconſiderable Thing. e 
3. They look upon themſelves as ſociable 
Creatures, deſigned and fitted for Society: 
They are ſenſible that they are indigent 
Creatures, and nor ſufficient for their own 
Happineſs ; they need others, as much as 
others need them; and Go p has fo or- 
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of the Societies to which we 


1 21 
dered Things, that as Fellow- Members 
they may be helpful one to another; be- 
cauſe ſome are ſet in a higher Station in the 


Body, they muſt not think or ſay, they 
have no Need of the inferior Members. 


The Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, I have no 1 Cor 11. 


Need of thee: Nor again, the Head to the 
Feet, I have no Need of you. We muſt do 
Kindneſs, if we would receive it; and if 
we would have Friends, ſhew ourſelves 
friendly. The Turns of Providence are 


ſometimes very ſudden, Go p puts down Luke ĩ. 524 


the Mighty from their Seats, and exalteth them 
of low Degree; ſo that we do not duly con- 
ſider the Intimations of Providence, nor 
faithfully diſcharge our wes Ar Members 
long, unleſs 
5 ſerve the Intereſts thereof as we are 
ae N 
4. They imitate the beſt and moſt noble 
Examples, they are Followers of Go p as dear 
Children, who 1s good, and does Good ; He 
is the univerſal Benefactor who delights in 
the Communications of his Goodneſs, gi- 


ving to all their Beings and Well-beings. 


He maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil, and on Mat. v, 
the Good; and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt, and*" 
on the Unjaſt. Our Bleſſed Savioar, 1n the 


Days of his Fleſh, went about doing Good; 


He was conſtant and unwearied in this, 
and preferred the Good of othersto his own 
Honour, Eaſe and Safety ; in this he ** 
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His Life, and for this He ſubmitted to 
Death itſelf. His Love to Mankind broughr © 
him from the Boſom of His Father, that * 
Seat of Love and Joy, and made Him 
willing to live a Life of Toil and Labour, 
of Pain and Suffering, and at laſt to die 


the ſhameful and accurſed Death of the 4 | 


Croſs: And when His Work on Earth was 
finiſhed, this carried him back to Heaven, 

where He ſtill negotiates our Affairs in the 
molt advantagious Manner. He has an 

Eye to the Welfare of his People in all that „ 
He does within the Vail, in His State of _ ; 
Exaltation and Glory: As He has been 
made a Propitiation for their Sins, to He 
ever lives to make Interceſſion tor them. 
The holy Angels are kind and beneficent 


Creatures, they delight in doing Good, and 
are willing to be employed as miniſtring 
Spirits to thoſe that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 
The more excellent any Beings are, the - 


more diffuſive is their Goodneſs ; and who _ 
would not be ambitious of following ſuch _ 
noble Examples as theſe ? | ,M 
5. The ſerving others is attended with 

a preſent ſenſible Pleaſure ; this is one of _ 
thoſe Commands, in the keeping. of which - 
there is great Reward, No Pleaſure is com. 
parable to that which ariſes from the Con- 
{ciouſaels of having done Good to others, 


and being gracioully accepted of Goo ͤ * 
therein; this vaſtly excels all the Pleaſures 7 , 


and 
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and Gratifications of Senſe, how refined and 
intenſe ſoever. Our Saviour might well 
ſay, It is more bleſſed to give than to receive; 
it is not only. a more honourable Part, but 
the Pleaſure of doing Good 1s greater than 
that of receiving it : Many hereby have 
ſenſibly refreſhed their own Bowels, as 
well as thoſe of the Indigent and Diſtreſſed: 

6. This is the beſt Way to lay a Foun- 
dation for a comfortable Death and a glori- 
ous Immortality; A holy and uſeful Life will 
diſarm Death of its Terrours, and give the 
Soul the moſt pleaſing Viems and Proſpects. 
When upon a Review of ourſelves we can 
fay with the Apoſtle, I have fought a good 2 


Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept“ 8. 


the Faith. We may then add, henceforth 


there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſ- 


neſs. Mark the perfect Man, and behold the pt. 2 0 


Upright, for the End of that Man is Peace. 37. 
Such have not only a ſafe but uſually an 
abundant Eutraucè into the everlaſting Ring- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour IEsus CHRIST, 
and a more glorious Recompence there. 
As a Man ſoweth, ſo ſhall he alſo reap; every 
Man ſhall receive his own Reward according to 
his own Labour, They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine 

as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they 
that turn many to Righteouſneſs as the Stars, 
For ever and ever. Chriſt will ſay to ſuch, 
ell done good and faithful Servants, ye have 
been faithful in a few Things, I will make you © 
EE - | | Rulers 
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Rulers over many Things, enter into the Joy 
of your LOR D. I ſhall now proceed to 
the remaining Propoſitions. 

III. All that Service that Saints are ena- 
bled to do in their Generation, is by the Mill 
of Go»; the Will of his Purpoſe has de- 
termined what Service he will have from 
them: The Will of his Precept is the 
Rule of their Duty, and regulates the Na- 
ture and Circumſtances of their Service, 
and the Will of his Promiſe is their Encou- 
ragement, and ſecures them of their Re- 
ward. What but the good Pleaſure of 
Go p, choſe David from the reſt of his Fa- 
ther's Houſe, and the other Tribes and Fa- 
milies of 1ſrael, and deſigned him for all 
that Service he was called to, and faithful 
in. It's the Sovereign Will of Gop that 
makes the Difference between one and 
another in this Reſpe&, and this ought to 
be eyed and acknowledged in the Service 
he honours us with. It's Gos alſo that 


farniſhes us with our Capacities and Abilities 


for Service. We have nothing but what 
we have received, all our Gifts of Nature 
and Grace, all our earthly Poſſeſſions and 
Enjoyments are from his bountiful Hand ; 
He gives Power to get Wealth, and thereby 
inlarges our Ability to do Good, when the 
Hands of others who may have as good In- 
clinations are {traitened, their Endeavours 

are 
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are ſucceſsleſs, tho? as diligent and farchful 
in their Callings as ourſelves. It's Goo 
that opens a Door of Opportunity for Ser- 
vice; much of the wiſe Diſpoſal of his Pro- 


vidence is ſeen in the Calls we have to it, 


and in ſuiting the Nature and Kind of it to 
our Abilities and Inclinations. He is kind 
and gracious in calling forth ſome, when 


others who to our Apprehenſions were of 


as great or greater Capacities are ſuffered 
to live in more Obſeurity and Neglect. It's 
He that bleſſes our Endeavours and crowns 
them with Succeſs, by making us really 
uſefvl to others; and therefore the Glory 
E all is dues Hi!. 
As all is from the Will of GoD in theſe 
Reſpe&s, fo real Saints eye his providential 
and preceptive Will in all the Service they 
do, they tollow the Conduct ot rhe one, and 
the Directions of the other. This diſtin- 
guiſhes them from the Wicked, and ſecures 
the Acceptance of their Services; good and 


bad Men are oftentimes engaged in the 


ſame external Service, and to outward Ap. 
pearanoe there may be no Difference be- 
tween them, the one may be viſibly as 
zealous and publick-ſpirited as the other, 


_ when yet there is a vaſt Difference in the 


internal Springs and Principles of their 
Actions: The one has a Regard to Go p's 
Will and Glory in all, the other overlooks 
this, and is only moved and * Ari 
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Pride and Vain glory, or at beſt, by na- 
tural Temper and common Compaſſion to 


his Fellow -· Creatures; ſo that | Men 
do ſerve the Will of Goo in their Genera- 
tion, as others do not. e obings 


. 


IV. God will preſerve the Lives of his 
Servants till they have ſerved their Gene- 


ration, and done the Work he deſigns to 


do by them ; they ſhall not die- ſooner, 
notwithſtanding the Seeds of Mortality 


* 


which they carry about with them, and 
the many external Caſualties and Accidents 
they are liable to: They may, and often do 
die, full of good Purpoſes and Deſigns, be 
fore they have done all the Service they 
deſired and hoped they might have done; as 
David himſelt did: However, they are in 


a Sort invulnerable. and immortal till they f 


have done all that Gop deſgned they ſhould 
do. He knows his own Purpoſe, and will 
not be defeated ; his Counſel ſball ſtand, and 
be will fulfil all bis. Pleaſe. - David had 
many great and powertul Enemies -both 
before and after he came to the Throne ; 


they ſought his Life, and it was often 


greatly expoſed and in Danger, and yet 


Go p preſerv'd him till, He delivered Him 
out of the Paw of the Lyon and the Bear, and 
out of the Hands of the Uncircamciſed Phi- 


tiſtine : He carried him ſafe through the long 


and cruel Perſecution of Saul, and the Re- 
10 8 bellion 
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bellion of his Son Abſolom, and many other 
Attempts againſt his Life: Nothing could 
touch it till he had ſerved his Generation. 
The Enemies of Our Bleſſed Saviour deſign- 
ed and frequently attempted to cut him 
off before they were permitted to do it; 
and the Reaſon aſſigned is, becauſe his Time 
was not yet come; He had not finiſhed all 
the Work that was given him to do: So. 
St. Paul and the reſt of the Apoſtles were in 
Deaths often, but were wonderfully deliver- 
| ed till they had finiſhed their Embaſly: 
- This Conſideration ſhould free us from an 
anxious Care of Life, and a {laviſh Fear of 
Death. We ſhould not be terrified at the 
Apprehenſions of any Dangers and Miſ- 
chiefs that may befall us, but in the Way 
of our Duty chearfully commit ourſelves to 
the Divine Protection, reſting aſſured that 
GoD can and will preſerve us till our 
Work be done. 


V. The beft of Saints, after they have 
| ſerved their Generation, muſt dye and fee. 
Corruption as well as others: This is an ob- 
vious Truth that needs not to be inlarged 
on : The greateſt Piety and Uſefulneſs wall 
not exempt any from Death and the Grave. 
Our Fathers, where are they, and do the Pro- 
Pbets live for ever? It is appointed for all 
Alen once to die; the Grave is the Houſe ap- 
= pointed for ail the Living. Gop will not 
n . = D 2 have 


we. 
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have all his Work done by a few Single 

nds, He removes ſome to make Way 
for others: He uſes ſome for a longer, and 
others for a ſhorter Time; and ſometimes 
thoſe who to an Eye of Senſe are qualified 
for, and promiſed great and long Uſeful- 
nefs, are ſuddenly cut off and laid in the 
Duſt, that it may appear he does not need 
particular Inſtruments, but can do his 


Work how and by whom he pleaſes, Much 
of his Wiſdom is feen-in uſing a Variety of 


Hands, and in carrying on the ſame Work 
where others have left it off: Beſides, it is 
fir that his Children after they have done 
their Work ſhould receive their Reward, and 
not have their Faith and Patience too 
much tried by a long State of Service and 
Suffering. As the Conſideration of this 
ſhould keep us from being diſcouraged in our 
Duty, ſo it ſhould be a Spur to Diligence 
and Faithfulneſs, ſince we know not how 
ſoon our Working- time may be over, and 
we may have a Diſmiſſion by Death from 


out profenc Service 
VI. Though good Men die, as well as 
others; yet Death to them is but a quiet 
Sleep: David fell on fleep and ſaw Corruption : 
This is the Notioz under which the Death 
of Saints is frequently repreſented in Scrip- 
ture. Let the Kind of our Death be what 
it will, whether that which we call a Na- 
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tural or a Violent Death, if we die in the 
LORD, in a State of Favour and Ac- 
ceptance with Him, we only fall afleep. 
St. Stephen that was ſtoned to Death, is ſaid 
to ſleep as well as David and Lazaras. 

Death is a Sleep only to the Body and not 
to the Soul, this is far from falling into a 
State of Inactivity till the Reſurrection, or 
from being leſs regular and vigorous in its 
AQings, than while in the Body; aſſoon as 
it is abſent from that, it is preſent with the 
L. ORD, and fo capable of nobler Employ- 
ments and Enjoyments than in this imbo- 
died State; then it may be truly ſaid to 
awake out of Sleep, as the Body will do at 
the Ræſurrection; when it puts off the Body 
it will rouze out of its preſent drowzy 
leepy State, and enter upon a State of 
glorious Immortality. It feels itſelf to be 
alive and awake indeed, and all its Powers 
are fit for the nobleſt Exerciſes. It has 
not thoſe darkand dreaming Apprehenſions 


of Gop and Caxisr, and Things of a 


ſpiritual and eternal Nature which it had 
here below. Upon this Account, the Day 
of a good Man's Death is better than the 
Day of his Birth; ſince with reſpect to his 
Soul, he is born into a New World and 
tate, enters upon a more excellent and 
happy Life than that which he'began ta 
ive when he firſt came into the World: 
But though it is not a Sleep to the * 
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yet it is to the Body, and but a Sleep. Some 
have obſerved, that as natural Sleep is a 
ſhort Death, ſo temporal. Death is but a 
long Sleep ; the Nature. of Death is chang- 
ed to Believers, the Sting and Terrour is 
taken away; they are ſatisfied with Life, 
and are ſometimes ſo fatigued with the La- 
bours and Sufferings of the foregoing Day, 
that they willingly fall aſleep. When their 
Souls enter into Peace, their Bodies reſt in 
the Bed of the Grave, there they are freed 
from all the Pains and Sorrows of Lite; 
and as they have no Remembrance of 
what they once ſuffered here, ſo they 
ſhall ſuffer no more of any Kind for ever; 
there the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, there 
the Weary are at Reſt. It's true, Death will 
render us as inſenſible of the Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments, as of the Miſeries of Life; but 
we have little Reaſon to regret on this 
Account, when we conſider that we are 
more receptive of Pain than of Pleaſure, 
and that the one greatly outweighs the 
other: Beſides, the Body ?ere long will be 
capable of more noble ſenſitive e e 
than any it was capable of here; for this 
ſhall not be a perpetual Sleep, it will awake 
in the Morningof the Reſurrection, refreſhed 
and ſtrengthened by lying a while in the 
Bed of the Grave: It will leave all its pre- 
ſent Imperfections behind, and riſe a glori- 
ous and immortal Body, never to ſleep 
N ee or 
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or die any more, and be every way qualifi- 
ed to be the Companion of the glorified 
Soul in the Work of the Heavenly State, 
through the endleſs Ages of Eternity. 
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I Tcome now to the Application. ET 


This ſhould put us upon exammnirg our- 
ſelves, whether we have ſerved, and do 
ſerve our Generation in the Manner that 
has been opened. Some of us have had a 
Place for many Years in the World, and in 
the Church, do we fill it up with ſuitable 
Duty? Go p has intruſted us with various 


Talents, given us manifold Opportunities 


for Service, have we faithfully improved 


them, and has there been ſome Propor- 


tion between the Service we have done, 
and the Talents we have received? It's 
greatly to be lamented that ſo many inſtead 
of being publick Bleſſings, are not only 
_ uſeleſs but hurtfal in the Places wherein 
Go has ſet them, uling their Power 


and Wealth to the Diſhonour: of Go p, and 


the Wrong and Injury of their Fellow- 
Creatures. If. this 
remember it is but a low Character for a 
Chriſtian to be only able to ſay he has done 
no hurt. Negative Righteouſneſs. is not 
ſufficient, we muſt improve our Lord's 
Talents by doing all the Good we can, the 
ſlothful Servant is tiled a wicked and unpro- 
table Servant, and was caſt into Outer 


not your Caſe, yet 
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. Ceſſaries: of Life; for what is the Body to . 


_ ſhould be to ſecure better Things, by work- 


L 32 
Darkneſs, Sinners in the Great Day will 
be condemned for Sins of Omiſſion, as well 
They who by Reaſon of the Maanneſs 
of their natural Capacity and outward Cir- 
cumſtances, can do but little in the Ser. 
vice of their Generation, ſhould yet be 
ready and chearful in doing that little 
knowing that where there is 4 willing 
#t will be accepted according to what a: *Y 
and not atcordjng to what: he has nut; but tile 
leſs they can do Abroad, the more they _ 
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tivating the Temper and Diſpoſition of their 
own Souls; the pooreſt ha ve a: o 
ſerve, and precious and immortal Souls to 
look after that muſt be faved or Joſt for 
ever. Live not in a wretched Neglect of 
Him, and your better Part; ſay not that 
as you have no Time to ſerve others, ſo 0 

ou have little enough to provide the Ne- he 
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the Soul, or Time to Eternity? 'Vhat/monld in 
it profit a Man if he ſhonli gainthe wholelW 
and loſe his omm Soul? and will you take tc 
with your mean All for your Portion andi es 
Happineſs? The -leſs 3 

orld, and the more Difficulties, 
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and Diſappointments you meet with in 


paſſing: through it, the more careful you 


ing out your Sal uut ion with Hæarumd Trembling; 
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and by giving Diligence to make your Calling 
and Election 7 ure, that ſo you may not be 
wretched and miſerable in both Worlds. 

In a Word, whether we are ina higher 
or lower Station, let us be perſuaded to ſet 
about the Duty recommended: Let us la- 
bour to be as publickly Uſeful as we can. 
Death is making its ſpeedy Advances to- 
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Wards us; we muſt ſoon die whether we 
have ſerved our Generation or no: But how 
terrible an Aſpect will it have, if it ſhould 
. 2 overtake us, while we are conſcious that we 
have done little in our Day for the Honour 
of God, the Good of others, or the Wel- 
fare of our own Souls. I Will be a dread- 
ful Thing to have our Day ended, our Op- 
.  Portunity loſt and gone, before our Work 
be done: But if we have the Teſtimony of 
a2 good Conſcience, that in Simplicity and 
. godly Sincerity we have had our Converſation in 
the World, and ſerved our Generation, this 
Will enable us to welcome Death, and we 


mall with a great deal of Chearfulneſs ex- 
change that Kind of Service we have been 
employed in here; for the more noble and 
"excellent Services of the Heavenly State. 


- Laſtly, What has been ſaid upon this 
= Subje&, may ſupport and comfort us under 
the Loſs of our worthy Friend Mr. Richard 

*Moant : Tho' he is fallen afleepy and ſees Cor- 

ruption, it was not till after he had ſerved 
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his Generation by the 
had been for many Years a very active and 
uſeful Member of this Congregation, and a 
valuable Citizen of this great City: His 
Heart was much fet upon doing Good, 
and as he had Capacity and Ability for it, 
he laid out his Time and Strength very 
much this Way. He had à conſiderable 
Genius for Trade, and as he was diligent 
and faithful in the Duties of his Secular 


Calling, Go p did bleſs his honeſt Endea- 


vours with conſiderable Succeſs: He was 
very willing to own, with Thankfulneſs 
to Go p's Providence, how he had made 
him greatly to encreaſe, finding by Expe- 
rience that the Bleſ/ing of the LOR D upon 
the diligent Hand maketh Rich; and he was 
careful to Honour the LOR D with his Sub- 
ſtance, and with the Firſt-Fruits of his Eu- 
creaſe. From the Beginning of his ſetting 
out in the World he would not wrong the 
Poor of their Due, under Pretence of laying 
up for his Family; tho after he had made a 


comfortable Proviſion for. them, he had 


more Leiſure and Ability to promote the 


his Life were in a manner entirely devoted 
to this Service; having a healthful Conſti- 
tution of Body, and being of an active Spi- 
rit and Temper, he was capable of going 


through a great deal of Bufineſs and Fa- 


tigue, and was never ſparing of his Time 
an 


Publick-Good. Some of the laſt Years of 
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and Pains, where he had the Proſpect of 
doing any Good. He was always ready 
to join 1n, and help forward, any Deſign 
that tended to promote Men's Welfare and 
Happineſs, either in this Life or the next. 
He had a tender Senſe of the Miſeries 
and Suiterings of poor People, and was wil- 
ling to deny himſelf many Things in his 
Way and Manner of Living, that he might 
be 1n the better Capacity to help them: 
his known CharaQer made him have nu- 
merous Applications trom them : He would 
alſo go to their Houſes in the Outparts of 
the Cty, and did ſometimes prevail with 
others of Ability to go with him, that be- 
ing Eye-witneſles of their great Poverty 
and Diſtreſs, they might be the more ready 
and free to relieve them; partly by his own 
Purſe, and partly by the Aſſiſtance of others 
he had an Influence upon, he has been 
an Inſtrument of ſupplying a great: many 
poor Perſons and Famulies ; ſuch as theſe, 
Lam ſatisfied, will greatly miſs him. But 
though he could not but compaſſionate the 
Common Poor as they were the Creatures of 
GO p, and our Fellow-Creatures in Mi- 
ſery, yet he was peculiarly kind to the 
Loaly Poor, eſpecially poor Miniſters in City 
and Country, many of them have fre- 
quently. taſted of his Bounty, and ſo did 
many of his more diſtant Relations that 
needed his Help. Go p, by bringing him 
„ ͤ e 
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to this City, and proſper ing his Affairs here, 
made him a Bleſſing to great Numbers in 
the Country. e 
ut though he knew with St. James, That 
pure Religion and undefiled before GO D and 
the FATHER, is to viſt the Fatherleſs 
and Widows in their Affliction; and with 
St. Paul, That the Rich in this World, muſt be 
rich in good Works ; yet he did not place the 
Whole of his Religion in Works of Cha- 
rity : He had his Seaſons for Private De- 
votion, and was a conſcientious Obſerver 
of the Lord*s-Day : Was conſtant in his At- 
tendance on the Publick Worſhip, and care- 
ful to ſpend the whole DI either in the 
ublick or private Exerciſes of Religion. 
While his Children were young and under 
his immediate Care, he was wont to ſpend 
the Evening of a Sabbath in catechiſing 
of them, in reading Expoſitions on the Bi. 
ble, or ſome practical Sermons, by which 
means they were early inſtructed in the 
Principles of Religion, and the Obſervation 
of the Sabbath became habitual to them; 
and he left it in Charge on his Death-bed, 
that they would take heed: of prophaning 
That Sacred Day ; Here the Ruin of Multi- 
tudes of young Perſons both in Body and 
Soul for Time and Eternity has frequently 
begun, and it will be a great Aggra vation 
of the Sin if a dying Charge of this Nature 
from ſuch a Relation, do not make deep 
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and laſting Impreſſions; He could not but 
fear, that the general Corruption of the 
Youth of this City was greatly owing to 
Parents and Maſters being ſo much abſent 
from their Families, and leaving their 
Children and Servants to themſelves on the 
Lord's Day; by this Means Family-Religi- 
on is neglected, and Inferiours are eafily 


drawn away to miſpend their Sabbath in 


Idleneſs and Pleaſure, and ſometimes in 
lewder Practices. Notwithſtanding the 
Variety of his Buſineſs on Week-Days, he 
would frequently redeem Time to enjoy 
ſome of thoſe intermediate Opportunities 
for Publick Worſhip which this great Ciry 
abounds with. . 

He was a Perſon of a Catholick Spirit and 
Temper; tho? he was in Principle a Diſſen- 
ter from the eſtabliſhed Church, yet he 
was far from confining Religion to thoſe 
of his own Perſwaſion. All of every De- 
nomination that feared Gop and wroughe 

Righteouſneſs, had a Share in his Eſteem 
and Affection, knowing that the Ninadom 
of Goo is not Meat or Drink, but Righteoaſs 

neſe, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. He 

did heartily lament the growing Wicked- 

neſs of the Time and Place in which he 


lived: Was a hearty Friend ro the Societies 


for Reformation of Manners, and Suppreſſion 
| of Vice, and if Go o had ſpared his Lite, 
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and Dread, and 


moting that good Work, conſidering the 
boncurable Station he was lately called to. 
He was a Governour of Two of the Pablick 
Hoſpitals in the City, and was not ſatisfied 
with bearing the Honour without diſ- 
charging the Truſt committed to him, be- 
ing always ready to. employ his Power and 
Influence in the Service of the Foor and 
Diſtreſſed. 

You know the ſad Providence by which 


he was ſuddenly cut off in the midſt of his 


ealth and Uſefulneſs: It was a ſeaſonable 
aſe and Support to his Mind that t 
fiction overtook him in-the Way of his 


uty, and not in the Proſecution of any 


Luft, or doing any unlawful Action; tho? the 


Feaver which ſoon followed greatly afflicted 


his Head, yet in his lucid Intervals he poſ- 
ſeſfed a Freedom from all diſmay ing Fear 


to the Divine Will and Pleaſure. If any 


Thing made Life deſirable, it was the 


Hope and Proſpect of being farther uſeful, 
and not any Fondneſs he had for it on his 


.- own Account. 


All have their Weakneſſes and Infirmi- 
ties, and he had his. I know no perfect 
Example but that of our Lox D IESUs 
CHRIST. We muſt follow others no far- 
ther than they followed him: Elias was a 


Man ſubject to like Paſſions with others: The 
natural Tempers and Conſtitutions ß. 
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o D's own People greatly differ; Grace 
Toes not entirely change theſe ; but where 
they are throughly ſanctified, he ſerves 
valuable Ends and Purpoſes by them; that 
Kind of Temper which in one Reſpect is 
a Diſadvantage, may in others be of great 
Uſe, as it may qualify them for and carry 


them thro? thoſe Services which otherwile 


they would have no Heart or Inclination 
to. Upon the whole, we have great Rea- 
ſon to hope and conclude that he was a 
Maa of an upright Heart, publick Sparit, 
and good Deſigns ; and as Go Dp made 
him in His Sphere very Uſefal in his Day, 
ſo now he is entered into Peace, does reſt from 
his Labours, and his Works follow him. 

us all be quickened to be Follewers of thoſe 
who thro? Faith and Patience inherit the Promi- 
ſes. We know not at what Hour, or in what 
Manner our LORD will come; we ſhoald 
work while it is Day, being always found in the 
Way of our Duty, doing whatever our Hand 


finds to do with all our Might; for bleſſed is 


that Servant whom his LORD when he cometh 
ſhall find ſo doing. | 
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Some ſhort Heads of Advice left by the 
Deceaſed to his Children, and found 
under his own Hand. 


JT appears from the Beginning 
9 that ſome of them were wrote 
A many Years ago, and its pro- 
>0þ bable the reſt were added as 
they occaſionally occur'd to his 


Thoughts: The Suitableneſs and Seriouſ- 


neſs of them; give Ground to hope, that 
they will be very Uſeful ro many more be- 
ſides his Children, eſpecially to his other 
Relations, to whom he was ſo kind a Friend 
and Benefactor. He being dead, yet ſpeaketh 
to them; they are concerned in the Sub- 


3 farce of them, and coming from ſach a 


One, it's hoped, they will make the deeper 

Impreſſion upon them. 
My Dear CHILDREN, „ 
Onſidering the Uncertainty of this 
Life, and not knowing but I may 
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leave you in your tender Years to encoun- 
ter with a World full of Temptations, be- 
ſides your own Natural Corruption; and 


being jealous, leſt you may be drawn 


away by them, from your great and in- 


diſpenſable Duty of ſerving Go p, which 


1s both your preſent Advantage, and can 


only make you happy to Eternity: My paren- 
tal Duty and Affection engage and move 


me to give you the beſt Advice I am able. 


Methinks, that Word Erernity, is enough 


to make all the World that believe a State 
of Future Rewards and Puniſhments to trem- 
ble at the Thoughts of Sin, and the Conſe- 
quences of it, being, without pardoning 
Mercy, no leſs than endleſs Woe, with 
the Loſs of endleſs Happineſs. But ſuch 


Influence has Satan, the great Enemy of 
Man's Happineſs, in Conjunction with the 


Pleaſures and Profits of this Life, that we 


have daily too many Examples to the con- 


trary: Oh, my dear Children, I pray and be- 
ſeech you to reflect early on theſe Things, 
and be not carried away with a Multitude to 


40 Evil, Tho? there are many excellent 


Books printed for Inſtruction of Youth in 


the Ways of GO p, which I recommend to 


your careful Reading and Practice, yet z 
Father*s Inſtructions and Commands ſhould 
have a more than ordinary Impreflion on 
the Minds of his Children ; and money 


t! 


1 
T ſhall give you ſome ſhort Directions as 
they occur tomy Mind. They are as follows. 


1. IBESEE CH and command you, That 
you begin and end every Day with Go p, I 
mean by Prayer. Let no Buſineſs, tho never 
ſo urgent, put you by that Duty in Secret ; 
and it you live to have a Family, pray with 
them alſo: And as ever you would thrive 
in the World in your Callings and Employ- 
ments, let Reading and Prayer be a Part 
of your daily Buſineſs ; tho' the Exerciſe 
be the ſhorter, yet let it be done with Aw- 
tulneſs and Fervour, tor it is the Heart, and 


not the Lips, that Go p looks at. 


As to the publick Morſbip of GO p, I 
charge you alſo to be at the Public Aſſem- 
blies conſtantly, if your Health will permit, 
on the Lord's-Da); and, at other Seaſons, 
when the Affairs of your lawtul Calling 
will allow of it. I will not tie you up to 
any particular Party or Sect among us, and 
by no Means be rigorous in your Senti- 
ments, but follow the Example of your 
tender Father, in chooſing a Medium be- 
tween the Extreams of all Parties, having 
Charity and Love for thoſe that differ from 
you, where-ever the Image of G o is ſeen 
in their Lives. And as in religious Mat- 
ters, ſo in all the Concernments of this 
Life, let a Medium be your conſtant Rule. 


I aſſure you, I have had long Experience of 
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the Advantages of it. Tho I would not lay 
any Reſtraint on you with what Denomi- 
nation of Proteſtants to joyn yourſelves in 
Communion; yet it is my great Deſire, you 
will adhere to that Way you have been 
brought up in, as being a Medium in Do- 
ctrine and Worſhip, between Superſtition and 
Enthuſiaſm. „ 

2. BE careful to keep the Lord's-Day ho- 
ly. Do not think your own Thoxghts, or 
peak your own Words, but remember it 
is Gop's Day, and you ought to ſpend it 
in his Service. When you are in Publick, 
demean yourſelves as in the Preſence of 
the Heart-ſearching Gop, whoſe All- 
ſeeing Eye is upon you; and be not only 
attentive Hearers of the Word,but Doers of 
the tame, and fo ſhall you be bleſſed for 
ever. Endeavour to know Gov, and love 
and obey him above all; for if you ſeek Him 
He will be found of jou, but if jou forſake Him He 
will cat you off. And that you may have right 
Notions .of Him, keep in Mind the Care- 
chiſm you have learned, and read thoſe 
Books rhat explain the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and let the Hol) Scrip- 
tures and Books of Practical Divinity be 
your Study. Mr. Thomas Gouge's Works, 
lately collected in one Volume, is a ver 
good one, which I leave you in my Cloſer. 
3+ Be ſure you endeavour to promote the 
Honour and Glory of Go p in the World, | 
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not only, by your own good Example and 
Demeanure in the Courſe of your Life, but 
as Opportunity preſents encourage others 
ſo to do; and if it pleaſe Go p to bleſs you 
in the World, let Works of Mercy and 


Charity, and doing Good to others be your 


Study and Practice, eſpecially when the 
Worſhip of God, and Preaching, and 
Preachers of the Goſpel are concerned. I 
have had great Experience of the Goodneſs 
of GoD in rewarding even in this Life Works 
of this Nature, and am well fatisfied that 
your Portion I leave is much the larger by 
God's inclining me to Liberality to the Poor, 
eſpecially to GoD's Poor, and poor Relations. 
Nothing makes you more like to God than 
doing of Good, for he 1s a Being of infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy ; but always remember, 
that when you have done all, you are but unpro- 
fitable Servants, and it is meer Grace and 
Favour in GOD when He rewards your 
well doing. . 

4. As often as Opportunity preſents, 


ſpend ſome Time alone, and ſometimes in 


the Country, where you may have Privacy 
to lift up your Voice, as well as your Heart in 
Prayer, and to admire the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of Gop in the Frame of this 
World; but more eſpecially in that ſtupen- 
dous Work of Redeeming Loſt- Mun, by 
ſending his only begotten and well- beloved 


Son to take upon him our Nature; and in 
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that Nature, to endure his Wrath due to us 


for Sin. I ſay, admire and wonder at ſo 
amazing a Mercy to a wicked and miſera- 


ble World, and let your Hearts be inflamed. 


with Love to, and Deſires after this Bleſſed 
Saviour, who underwent ſo much for yaur 
Sins and mine, and is now at the Right 
Hand of the Father as an Advocate for us, 
and all others that believe in his Name, and 
hope to be ſaved by his Merits and Inter- 
ceſſion. n 


5. IN the Courſe of your Lives, let your 


Converſation be Grave and Serious, and let 
your outward Actions be conſonant to your 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, that you may be a 
Credit, and not a Scandal to your Holy Re- 
ligion; for the gazing World looks at Men's 
Actions, and how they manage themſelves 
1n their Lives, and not how they behave in 
the Temple and Cloſet. Be ſure to let the 
World ſee that it is ſomething more than 
Humour and Fancy, that you profeſs a 
more ſpiritual Way of Worſhip, and a 
ſtricter Way of Life than ſome others in the 
World do. Do not ſet your Hearts on 
this World, as the moſt do, and as many 


good Men (in other Reſpects) are apt to 
do, for it will adminiſter but little Comfort 


on a Dying-bed : Then nothing but a recon- 
ciled G O D in IEESUVS CHRIST, will be a 


ſolid Comfort to a departing Soul: Then all 
the Delights of this preſent Life will be as 
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nothing, nay worſe than nothing ; for if 
we have ſet our Hearts on them, the Re- 
membrance will be a Grief to our ve 
Souls. Therefore, my dear Children, ſet 
your Hearts on Things Above, and you 
will with Joy welcome a dying Hour, which 
will be an Entrance into eternal Happineſs ; 
which, I pray, Goo grant to you, for JEsus 
CHRIST's Sake; Amen, Amen. = 

6. As to the Deportment and Well- 
governing of your ſelves in your Callings, 


and the Affairs of this Life: Let your Deal- 


ings be juſt and righteous, remembring the 
Rule of our Blefſed Saviour, To do as go 


would be done unto, In your daily Buſineſs, 
let Diligence and Care be the only Means 


you uſe of Increaſe ; Over- reach not in any 


wiſe ; eſpecially, make not undue Advan- 


tage of the Neceſlities of others; nor, by 
any Means, abridge the Poor for their La- 
bour: And in all your Ways remember the 
Eye of the juſt and righteous Go po is upon 
you, Be thrifty in your Way of Living, 
that you may have the more to ſpare for 
Charity, eſpecially to your numerous Re- 
lations, whom I charge you, as ever you 
hope to meer me with Comfort in anothe? 
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taking a Loſs to yourſelves, tho' unjuſtly, 
rather than go to Law ; except you ſhould 
be ſo happy as to live to ſee Law-Suits end- 
ed in a more ſpeedy and equitable Way 
than many times they now are. But if you | 
{ſhould be neceſſitated to it for the Mainte. | 
nance of your juſt Right, then take the 
moſt K owing and Reputable in th 
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er Profeſ- 
ſion to manage your Cauſe. Be not too 
forward to accept of any Publick-Office, 
except where the Glory of GO p, and the 
apparent Good of your Country is con- 
cerned; for theſe, for the moſt part, are 
attended with great Snares and Tempta- 
tlons. N 
EP to the Callings I ſhall leave you 
in. eſpeciall. be very cautious of being de- 
coyed by the ſpecious Pretence of Projectors, 
or of truſting, others too far in the Manage- 
ment ofMny Part of your Eſtate; and have 
a care of adventuring on hazardous Under- 
r q 
LASTLY, I charge and beſeech you, 
with the Bowels of a tender Father, that 
you live in Love and brotherly Affection one 
to another, by doing all the Acts of Kind- 
neſs to each other that you poſſibly can; 
and that you continue to be as ſo many | 
Links of Love in one Chain; And the Gon 
of Love be with ou. Amen. 


= * 


en 


t 


